
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!                   21.06.2020 GLORY FOREVER! 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Romans 2:10-16 & 5:10-16; Matthew 4: 18-23 & 8:23-27 

  This Sunday is Father’s Day. Our Churches are opening in a limited 

way. While the restrictions are critically important to reduce the risk of 

spreading a potentially deadly virus, the idea of our church paired with 

the idea of screening, restricting, distancing and fear is paradoxical, 

dissonant. Our Christian heritage is one of openness, welcome, 

hospitality, embrace. No fear or restricted access. . . But given the reality 

of a pandemic, we do the best we can for safety’s sake.   

  Sadly, “church” has often conveyed a wrongful interpretation of 

Biblical teaching, demanding unexamined obedience to a system 

reflecting a desire for power and control, rather than Christ’s compassion 

and inclusivity. This may not be far removed from wrongful 

interpretations of fatherhood. 

 

On this Father’s Day, the church reopening offers an opportunity for contemplating our church attendance: why do 

I come to church? What have I missed? Why? Why not? 

  Father’s Day evokes Church in the role of parent; although we refer to church more frequently as mother, we do 

speak of the church building as “The Father’s House”, “The House of God”.  Through Christ we call our Trinitarian 

God “Father”, in the image painted by the parable of the Prodigal Son. The father’s house is without judgement; 

here is an enveloping embrace of unconditional love, welcome, forgiveness, celebration!  

This is the model for any father, any parenting role. And it is a far cry from the popular notion of a stern 

disciplinarian ruler of a household.  

  Furthermore, at church we call our priests “Father”. It is astonishing, to think of it. Yes, he may be a pastor, an 

administrator, leader, ordained minister—but father? Father implies alarming responsibility and alarming 

vulnerability. As in the parable, the father strives for the best for his offspring. He wants to provide, protect, guide, 

teach, but never coerce or dominate. He loves; he cares about, he cares for, and consequently anguishes if and when 

his children go astray.    

  Once we recognize the parent position of priests, we can understand how so many priests themselves may have 

dropped the ball, so to speak. Not all parents are good parents, as much as humanity demands it. Some are excellent; 

most try their best with mixed results. Whether every parent succeeds in their role or not, the responsibility remains. 

And just as we all need parents, all fathers (and parents) need others to help us fulfill our role. Christ said that He is 

where ever 2 or more gather in His name. We are Church. 

  As we return to church, I hope we feel we are coming home; home to our Father’s House where we belong and 

revive in the warmth of our family connections. I hope we can feel that we are the Church and our church building 

is where we can be at home together, joining with extended family across space and even time. 

 

Thank you to all fathers in all fathering capacities. May you feel our prayers, support, and love as we celebrate you! 

 

My Father’s House 

This week: Friday, June 26—Feast of Christ the Lover of Mankind 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

 

BIRTHDAY WISHES:  

Nicole Didyk/Theal and Ivan Karpets (25th).  

Many blessings, MNOHAYA LITA! 

 




